
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the  
Lafayette Public Library Board of Control 

 

April 15, 2019 

 

The regular meeting of the Lafayette Public Library Board of Control was held in the meeting 

room on the 3rd floor of the Main Library at 301 West Congress on April 15, 2019. Nora Stelly, 

President of the Board, called the meeting to order at 5:15 PM.  

 

I. Roll Call 

 

Board Members Present: Nora Stelly, President; Andrew Duhon, Vice President; Joan 

Wingate; Hilda Edmond; Suzanne Dardeau; Adele Blue; Yung-Hsing Wu (Arrived 

5:19) 

 

Board Members Absent: Jolan Jolivette 

 

Other Staff Present: Teresa Elberson, Director; Larry Angelle, Library Operations 

Manager; Danielle Breaux, Director’s Executive Secretary; Benton St. Romain, 

Library Budget Analyst; Jason Gilbert, Accounting Specialist 

 

Members of the Public: Ben Myers, Advocate; Bruce Conque, Council Member, 

District 6; Matthew Humphrey; Elias Bartel 

 

 

II. Approval of Minutes 

A motion to approve the minutes of the March 18, 2019 board meeting was made by 

Andrew Duhon and seconded by Joan Wingate.  

 Yeas: Stelly, Duhon, Wingate, Edmond, Dardeau, Blue, Wu 
 Nays: None 
 Abstained: None 
 Absent: Jolivette 
 
The motion to approve the minutes was carried.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
III. Comments from the Library Board 

 

A. Lafayette Public Library Foundation Report 

 

Joan Wingate announced that the annual awards luncheon was held on April 12 and 

it was a success on all accounts. There was good attendance, great honorees, and a 

showcase from the library. A silent auction and a raffle were held. 

 

Nora Stelly commended Joan Wingate on being chairman of the event.  

 

IV. Director’s Report & Comments 

 

Teresa Elberson announced staff changes, including two new hires and a retirement 

announcement.  

 

Danny Gillane, Librarian IV, attended the COSUGI (Customers of SirsiDynix Users 

Group, Inc.) conference March 25-27 in Minneapolis, MN. This conference is held 

annually for all users of the ILS software developed by SirsiDynix to learn new features 

and developments with the software and company.  

 

One of the recent changes made is a switch from using Boopsie to supply the LPL 

mobile app to the SirsiDynix Blue Cloud app product. Danny Gillane and Adam 

Melancon, Library Information Technology Manager, have been working with both 

companies to get the old app discontinued and the new app developed and available to 

download in the app stores. There has been a short disruption in service as the old app 

is not available to download but still works and is being updated while the transition is 

made. The mobile app lets patrons search, place holds, checkout, etc. from their phone 

or mobile device.  

 

Many complaints have been made from patrons about the inability to read the outdoor 

monitor at the exterior RFID book return at Main. The screen cannot be read for most 

of the day because of glare so patrons cannot read the instructions on the touch screen. 

The screen is high and the start button is above eye and hand level for drivers in most 

vehicles. Company reps were on site this week and the issue was discussed, along with 

possible actions to be taken. Legal action is being considered. The company states that 

they supplied equipment meeting bid specifications. The same product was installed at 

West Regional but the install height may make a difference.  

 

 

 



Act 270 went into effect January 1, 2019 requiring all public employees to complete 

one hour of education and training each year on preventing sexual harassment. Library 

trustees are also required to have this yearly training as appointed members of a public 

board. Teresa Elberson will be sending an LCG intranet link to everyone for the state 

civil service training on this topic.  

 

Monthly branch reports and financials were included in packets.  

 

Professor Madison, assistant professor of public relations at ULL, will present results 

of his student’s PR study on the library on May 8th at 6:00 PM in Room 250 of Burke-

Hawthorne Hall. 

 

V. Construction and Facilities Updates 

 

The last day the Scott Branch will be open is April 15. It will close at 7:00 PM. Holds 

pick up and materials returns will be transferred to West Regional as of April 16. 

Shelving and materials will be moved out of the branch and transferred to West 

Regional.  

 

The furniture is in for West Regional and work on punch list items continues. Books 

and materials will be moved in this week.  

 

The bookmobile reveal was held on Wednesday, April 10 at 11:00. There was good 

attendance and the Bookmobile stayed on the lot until 4:00 PM so that children getting 

out of school would have a chance to come by. Most of the photo shoot participants 

showed up to see their photo on the exterior wrap. Staff will be taking driving lessons 

this week with Risk Management. It is still at the vehicle maintenance lot but will be 

parked at the Warehouse this summer.  

 

A bookmobile fact sheet was also included in packets.  

 

A schematic design was done for the South Regional expansion project. Discussion 

will be held later with the board on options to upgrade the roof and A/C units. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

VI. Old Business 

 

A. Library Fund Balance and Millages 

 

Nora Stelly explained to the board that this subject was discussed by the City-Parish 

Council on April 9. Action was taken at that time to set in motion the rededication 

effort of $10M of library fund balance with $8M going toward roads, drainage, and 

bridges and $2M going towards Parks and Recreation. The plan is to put this on the 

October 12 ballot.  

 

B. Proposed LPL Collection Development Policy to be considered for approval 

 

Discussion was postponed to a later meeting to give board members more time to 

review.  

 

C. Discussion to set date for West Regional Grand Opening 

 

Teresa Elberson announced that the Grand Opening of West Regional would be 

held on May 13 at 11:00 am.   

 

 

D. Discussion to set date for special meeting before the next scheduled board 

meeting to discuss Library director’s evaluation 

 

A motion that the board meet in executive session on Thursday, April 25 at 3:30  
PM at the South Regional Library to discuss the annual evaluation of the library 

 director was made by Suzanne Dardeau and seconded by Yung-Hsing Wu.  
 
 
 Yeas: Stelly, Duhon, Wingate, Edmond, Dardeau, Blue, Wu 

  Nays: None 
  Abstained: None 
  Absent: Jolivette 
 

The motion was carried.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

VII. New Business 

 

A. Revision of LPL Sex Offender Policy 

 

Teresa Elberson explained to the board that this policy was put into effect as of 

2013. It is revised each time there is a branch location change. Scott is being struck 

out and West Regional is being added.  

 

A motion to accept the changes to the policy as presented by the director was made  
by Andrew Duhon and seconded by Yung-Hsing Wu.  
 
 Yeas: Stelly, Duhon, Wingate, Edmond, Dardeau, Blue, Wu 

  Nays: None 
  Abstained: None 
  Absent: Jolivette 
 

The motion was carried.  
 

VIII. Announcements 

A. Reminder that Personal Financial Disclosure Form due on or before May 15, 2019. 

B. Reminder that yearly ethics training due before December 31, 2019. 

C. Next board meeting is May 20, 2019. This will be the FY 19/20 Budget meeting. 

D. ALA Conference attendance for Trustees registration deadline is May 1, 2019.  

 

IX. Comments from the Public on any matter not on this agenda 

 

Matthew Humphrey, one of the organizers of Drag Queen Story Time, spoke in regards 

to the meeting room policy changes. He stated that he found the policy reckless and 

discriminatory and presented yet another hurdle for the queer community. He said that 

there was a glaring lack of clarity in the policy around the library’s responsibility. He 

urged the board to reconsider the policy immediately.  

 

X. Adjournment 

 

There being no further business, Andrew Duhon made a motion to adjourn the meeting. 

Joan Wingate seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously approved. The 

meeting was adjourned at 6:20 PM.  

 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Teresa Elberson, Secretary 


