
 The regular meeting of the Lafayette Public Library Board of Control was called to order by 
Vice-President Adele Blue at 5:00 p.m. on January 14, 2013 in the Buchanan Street administrative office 
meeting room. Board members present were Bennett Bernard, Trista Badeaux, Adele Blue, Andrew 
Duhon, Vanessa Hill, and Kay Theunissen.  Staff members present were Library Director Sona J. 
Dombourian, Library Administrator Teresa Elberson and Director’s Secretary Lisa Breaux. Also present 
were Building Committee members Jean Kreamer and Susan Hamilton, Public Works Engineer Jessica 
Cornay, Duson Mayor Johnny Thibodeaux and Mayor Pro Tem Carroll Pepper and City of Scott 
Comprehensive Plan Facilitator Pat Logan. Library Board President Suzanne Dardeau joined the meeting 
shortly after it began. 
  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Vanessa Hill moved to accept the minutes of the November 19, 2012 Library Board meeting. The 
motion was seconded by Kay Theunissen and all were in favor.  
 
LIBRARY DIRECTOR’S REPORT AND UPDATES 
 The Director’s Report and Financial Report were distributed. Usage statistics for November and 
December 2012 were also distributed.  
  Ms. Dombourian expressed her appreciation to the Library Board for their recent support during 
the loss of her mother and her care for her father during his health issues.  
 The library is promoting reading in the community by sponsoring the “100 Book Club”. Patrons 
are encouraged to sign up and read 100 books during 2013. Incentive prizes and a social event are 
planned for participants.  
 The plans for the Main Library have been approved. Jessica Cornay indicated that Public Works 
has prepared the bid documents and expect they will be forwarded to LCG Purchasing within the next two 
weeks. The East Regional Library is also progressing and bidding should closely follow that of the Main 
Library renovation project.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
WEST REGIONAL LIBRARY 
 Discussion of matters related to the West Regional Library including target areas for locating the 
facility, architects and consultant were continued. Ms. Dombourian provided an update on the project to 
date.  
 Architect Selection 
 Ms. Dombourian provided an overview of the architect selection process. Lafayette Consolidated 
Government updates the Professional Services list every year at this time. Once the 2013 list is available, 
architects will be contacted to determine interest in the West Regional Library project. A library 
administrative committee will review the architects on the list and interviews would possibly be 
conducted. A recommendation would then be submitted to the Library Board for consideration. The 
Library Board’s recommendation will be submitted to the Professional Services Review Committee, 
which will then forward recommended names to City-Parish President Durel for appointment. No action 
was taken on the architect selection.  
 Library Consulting Contract 
 The library has utilized the services of Denelle Wrightson with Dewberry for the consulting for 
library projects, including North, South, Main and East.  The Library Director is recommending adding 
the West Regional project as additional services. The scope of the work includes the interior design, 
colors and finishes, specialty interiors and furniture consulting. A quote for these services had been 
obtained in early 2012, for $98,000 with reimbursable expenses not to exceed $12,000. Mr. Duhon moved 
to authorize the Library Director to request an updated quote from Ms. Wrightson for the consulting 
services for the West Regional Library. The motion was seconded by Kay Theunissen and all were in 
favor.  
  



Site Selection 
 Ms. Dombourian discussed the site selection process for new library facilities. The site selection 
process includes determining a center point intersection and a radius around that center point. A map of 
the center point and radius is requested from LCG GIS and is used with the requests for proposals for 
property through LCG. Requests for proposals are advertised for a few weeks followed by receipt of 
several proposals from property owners. The property proposals are ranked accordingly and presented to 
the Library Board.  
 Future traffic and population projections will not be available for at least six months.  A map of 
four possible centerpoints with a 1 ½ mile radius was distributed and discussed.  The four centerpoints 
include previously discussed intersections (S. Fieldspan / Landry; S. Fieldspan / Hwy 90; and Apollo Rd / 
Hwy 90) as well as a new intersection for consideration (Jenkins Rd / Hwy 90).  The merits of each area 
were discussed.  The new intersection with a 1 ½ or 2 mile radius was proposed as a compromise location 
due to the unavailability of revised future growth projections. Ms. Cornay highlighted the flood zones for 
the area and Mr. Logan commented on the plans of the City of Scott for the extension of Rue de Belier 
Road to Dulles Drive. Mr. Bernard questioned including property north of Hwy 90 and / or I-10 in the 
RFP.  Discussion occurred about planned commercial development in this corridor.  Ms. Dombourian 
stated that there were evaluation criteria in the RFP that would consider access, centrality, infrastructure, 
visibility, and suitability.  

Following discussion, Mr. Duhon moved to proceed with developing a site selection RFP for the 
West Regional Library, identifying the centerpoint as Jenkins Road and Hwy 90, and using a 1 ½ mile 
radius from that centerpoint.  The motion was seconded by Trista Badeaux and all were in favor. A draft 
of the proposed RFP will be distributed at the February Library Board meeting for final review and 
concurrence before advertising.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 

There was no new business.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Board Resignation/Vacancy 
 Library Board member Mark Tullos recently accepted a position with the Louisiana State 
Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism as Assistant Secretary/Director Louisiana State Museum 
and is relocating outside of Lafayette Parish. City Council Clerk Norma Dugas has been requested to 
advertise and accept applications for a replacement on the Library Board to fill the unexpired portion of 
Mr. Tullos’ term.  
 
Annual In-Service for Library Staff 
 The Library’s full-staff in-service will be held on Thursday, January 17, 2013 at the South 
Regional Library. All Libraries will be closed to the public until 1 p.m. on that date.  
 
Louisiana Library Association Conference 
 The Louisiana Library Association Annual Conference will be held in Baton Rouge from March 
6-8, 2013. The Trustee Section events are primarily on Thursday, March 7.  
 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 There were no comments from the public.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:15 p.m.  
 
       Respectfully Submitted, 
 



       Sona J. Dombourian, Secretary  


