
 A special meeting of the Lafayette Public Library Board of Control was called to order by 
President Trista Badeaux at 5:00 p.m. on July 9, 2012 in the City of Scott Council Chambers at Scott City 
Hall. Board members present were Bennett Bernard, Suzanne Dardeau, Andrew Duhon, Vanessa Hill, 
Kay Theunissen and Mark Tullos.  Staff members present were Library Director Sona J. Dombourian, 
Library Administrator Teresa Elberson, and Director’s Executive Secretary Lisa Breaux. Library board 
member Adele Blue was out of town and unable to attend.  
 Building Committee members present included Mike Hollier, Dr. Jean Kreamer, and Gail Smith. 
Also in attendance were City of Scott Mayor Purvis Morrison, Scott Mayor Pro Tem Jan-Scott Richard, 
Town of Duson Mayor Johnny Thibodeaux, Duson Mayor Pro Tem Carroll Pepper, Public Works 
engineer Jessica Cornay and Kay Richard, North Regional Manager Peggy Thibodeaux, Mrs. Mary 
Morrison, Mr. Dennis Carr, and Mr. John Bivins.  
  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Kay Theunissen moved to accept the minutes of the May 21, 2012 library board meeting. The 
motion was seconded by Vanessa Hill and all were in favor.  
 
LIBRARY DIRECTOR’S REPORT AND UPDATES 
 The director’s report and financial report were distributed. 
 Library Administrator Teresa Elberson provided a report on the status of the library’s summer 
reading club. Over 5,000 library patrons have registered for the summer reading club, including 255 teens 
and 440 adults.  
  
OLD BUSINESS 
WEST REGIONAL LIBRARY DISCUSSION WITH LIBRARY BUILDING COMMITTEE AND 
ELECTED OFFICIALS.  
 An overview of the Library Building program was given by the Library Director.  Four 
Regional Libraries, as well as Main Library renovations, were funded by the public in 2002.  
North and South Regional libraries are operational.  East Regional and the Main Library 
Renovations should be bid this year.  The 2012-13 budget, as submitted to the Lafayette 
Consolidated Government for City/Parish Council consideration, will include approximately $7 
million for the West Regional Library.  This library will serve the Scott/Duson/western part of 
Lafayette Parish.  The library should initially be about 15,000 square feet, with a possible 
expansion to 35,000 square feet total in the future.   

The discussion centered on potential target locations for the new facility. Dombourian 
stated that "a main library typically serves a population within a 5-mile radius from the facility. 
The smaller branches, such as the existing Scott Library and Duson Library, typically serve 
population within a 1 - 1.5 mile of the branch.  Regional Libraries, such as the West Regional 
facility, will serve a population within a 3.5 mile radius of the facility”. 

Libraries should be located on easily accessible, major roadways, and central to the 
population they will serve.  Because libraries are building, not just for today's population, but for 
20-40 years in the future, future infrastructure improvements and anticipated population changes 
should be considered.  Today, we begin that discussion.  

Mayor Morrison presented a map of the City of Scott’s plans to extend Apollo Road from its 
present location to Dulles Drive. Plans for the extension include construction to commence by the end of 
2013 with anticipated completion in 2014. The extension will be a four-lane boulevard with residential 
and commercial areas along each side.  Traffic counts along Apollo Road are anticipated at 16,000 
vehicles per day.  
 Mike Hollier presented several maps including population counts and images of the flood plain 
and floodways. Mr. Hollier indicated that the updated 2040 projection maps would be available in 



approximately eight months. Mr. Hollier encouraged members of the board and building committee to 
review a presentation featuring Mr. Mitchell Silver, the president of the American Planning Association, 
when considering the selection of a location for the West Regional library.  
 Duson Mayor Thibodeaux stated that the Town of Duson was very happy with the Duson Library 
that recently relocated to the new Duson Community Center.  

During discussion, Mr. Tullos questioned the possibility of issuing a request for proposals that 
included multiple locations of interest. Mr. Hollier indicated that he felt the most desirable points of 
interest would be the intersection of Cameron Street/S. Fieldspan and the center of the city of Scott. 
Options for dates for issuing the requests for property were also discussed. Ms. Dombourian will continue 
to work with Mr. Hollier and Mrs. Cornay to gather additional information as it is made available and 
return with that information to the board. She will also contact Mr. Hollier for web links to the maps 
presented during the meeting as well as the Mitchell Silver presentation. There was no further action 
taken regarding the site selection for the West Regional Library.  

Comments from the public on the above item:  Mr. John Bivins addressed the Board on 
this matter. 

 
MILLAGES 

A letter from Lafayette Parish Assessor Conrad Comeaux regarding the library millages was 
distributed. According to Mr. Comeaux, the reassessment of taxable properties in Lafayette Parish was 
recently completed. The taxable value of properties increased as a result of the reassessment.   

Due to the total assessment valuation increase this year, the City-Parish council is required to roll 
back the millages to the Adjusted Maximum Millage so that collections do not exceed the amount 
collected the year before. The City-Parish Council has the option, at the request of the Library Board, of 
increasing millages up to, but not to exceed, the prior year’s maximum authorized from the year prior to 
the reassessment or the 2012 maximum.  

Following discussion, a motion was made by Andrew Duhon to request the City-Parish Council 
roll forward the library millages to the 2012 maximum amount. The motion was seconded by Kay 
Theunissen and all were in favor.  

Comments from the public on the above item: Mr. John Bivins addressed the Board on this 
matter, speaking against a roll forward at this time.  

 
MILLAGE RENEWAL ELECTION 
 The library's third millage, originally voted in 2002, is up for renewal. This millage is the 
operational millage needed for operating the new regionals and expanded Main Library, as well 
as supplementing the construction of the new facilities.  Following discussion, a motion was made 
by Andrew Duhon to request that the City-Parish Council place the library millage renewal on the 
November 6 ballot. The motion was seconded by Mark Tullos and all were in favor.  
 Comments from the public: There were no comments from the public on this matter.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
ESTABLISH A LOCATION FOR THE AUGUST 20, 2012 LIBRARY BOARD MEETING 
 The next regularly scheduled board meeting is Monday, August 20, 2012. Mr. Bennett Bernard 
moved that the August 20, 2012 Library Board of Control meeting be held at the Buchanan Street 
Administrative offices at 604 S. Buchanan Street. The motion was seconded by Kay Theunissen and all 
were in favor.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 Mr. Bernard extended his gratitude to the library director for her diligence in regard to the library 
budget and building program planning. These sentiments were echoed by the board.   



 The Board thanked Mayor Morrison for his hospitality in using the Scott City Hall facility. Mayor 
Morrison thanked the Board for the opportunity to discuss the new library.  
   
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 There were no additional comments from the public.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 
 
       Respectfully Submitted, 
 
       Sona J. Dombourian, Secretary  


