
 The regular meeting of the Lafayette Public Library Board of Control was called to order by 
President Trista Badeaux at 5:00 p.m. on August 20, 2012 in the Buchanan Street administrative office 
meeting room. Board members present were Bennett Bernard, Adele Blue, Suzanne Dardeau, Andrew 
Duhon, Vanessa Hill and Kay Theunissen.  Staff members present were Library Director Sona J. 
Dombourian, Library Administrator Teresa Elberson, and Director’s Executive Secretary Lisa Breaux. 
Library board member Mark Tullos was not in attendance.   
  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Kay Theunissen moved to accept the minutes of the July 9, 2012 special library board meeting. 
The motion was seconded by Vanessa Hill and all were in favor.  
 
LIBRARY DIRECTOR’S REPORT AND UPDATES 
 The director’s report and financial report were distributed. Statistics for June, July and nine 
months of the fiscal year 2011-2012 were also distributed.  
 Mrs. Elberson presented highlights from the summer reading program. The participation statistics 
for the 2012 summer were the highest they have been since 2006. Our libraries distributed trophies to 
those children that achieved the required minutes of reading. Staff is already making plans for next year’s 
summer reading program.  
 Ms. Dombourian reported on the usage of e-books by library patrons. E-book checkouts are 5.8% 
of the year’s book circulation and e-audiobooks are currently 17% of the year’s audiobook circulation.  
 Ms. Dombourian introduced the library’s new Community Relations Coordinator Beth Chiasson. 
Ms. Chiasson provided a brief overview and background of her experience.  
 Discussion was held regarding recently approved legislation, SB 753, prohibiting registered sex 
offenders from entering public libraries, when the victim is under the age of 13. The law includes 
verbiage requiring library boards to develop and implement a plan to regulate access of sex offenders to 
the public library property under its jurisdiction prior to January 1, 2013. Ms. Theunissen, Ms. 
Dombourian and Ms. Elberson will work to provide a draft of a proposed policy for the library to be 
presented at the September board meeting.   
 Ms. Dombourian reported that the final plans for the Main Library renovation project have been 
received from the architect. A revised cost estimate was also received, which included the three alternates. 
The revised estimate is approximately $300,000 over the previous estimate which did not include the 
alternates. The project is still within budget. The architect also revised the time frame for the construction 
process to 14 months. Mrs. Elberson is researching an art project for the construction fence which would 
include the library logo, etc.  
 Ms. Dombourian reported that she recently met with School Board Superintendent Pat Cooper 
and Youngsville Mayor Wilson Viator about plans and possibilities for future library services as they look 
at future schools in the Youngsville area.  They were briefed about our plans for the East Regional 
Library at Fabacher Field serving the Broussard/Youngsville area and the West Regional Library that will 
serve Scott/Duson/Western Lafayette Parish.  The library plan from 2002 originally included a fifth 
regional in the Southwest part of the Parish.  The bond issue and operational millage that was ultimately 
put before the voters - due to financial reasons - did not include funding for this '5th' library.  The School 
Board has Section 16 property in the area and is interested in exploring possibilities for a future library on 
the property.  Ms. Dombourian stated that there have been several other inquiries about future branch 
libraries in other areas, including Louisiana Avenue area/Breaux Bridge Hwy area and Pinhook/Kaliste 
Saloom area and that the Board should plan to revisit this once the remaining Regionals are operational. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
WEST REGIONAL LIBRARY 
 There was no update on the West Regional Library. Copies of the presentation by Mr. Mitchell 
Silver, the president of the American Planning Association, were made available to board members. The 
updated 2040 projection estimates and maps have not yet been received.  



MILLAGES 
 Ms. Dombourian reminded the Board that the City-Parish Council meeting agenda for Tuesday, 
August 21 includes two items related to the millages. The related ordinances are O-167-2012, which sets 
the adjusted rate based on the revised assessment and O-168-2012, which adjusts the rates back to the 
prior year levels. A two-thirds vote of the council is required for approval. 
 
MILLAGE RENEWAL ELECTION 
 Ms. Dombourian announced that the millage renewal election has been called for November 6, 
2012. Additional millage renewals on the ballot for the November 6th election include parish renewals for 
airport and drainage, and two city renewals for fire and police.  
 
2012-2013 LIBRARY BUDGET HEARING 
 Ms. Dombourian announced that the 2012-2013 library budget hearing will be held on Thursday, 
August 23, 2012 beginning at 1 p.m. in the Council Auditorium. The library is 17th on the list of 
departments scheduled for the budget hearing. Library board members are invited to attend.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
ESTABLISH A LOCATION FOR THE SEPTEMBER 17, 2012 LIBRARY BOARD MEETING 
 The next regularly scheduled board meeting is Monday, September 17, 2012. Vanessa Hill moved 
to hold the September meeting at the Buchanan Street Administrative office building. The motion was 
seconded by Adele Blue and all were in favor.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
    
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 There were no comments from the public.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:50 p.m.  
 
       Respectfully Submitted, 
 
       Sona J. Dombourian, Secretary  


